P 15019/14/2004 PH(Food)
Directorate General of Health Services

Nirman Bhawan, New Delhi
Dated: 27.06.2006

To,

The President 
Federation of Hotel & Restaurant Association of India 
B-82, 8th Floor, Himalaya House 
23, Kasturba Gandhi Marg <BR<>
New Delhi

 

Subject: Placing of red and green dots for vegetarian and non-vegetarian food 
             Compliance by hotels and restaurants

Madam / Sir,

    It has been brought to our notice that compulsory display of green dot and brown dot for vegetarian food and non- vegetarian food respectively, is not being complied with fully by many of the hotels and restaurants. The buffet dinner or lunch served by various hotels and restaurants to their customers, in the country do not display any clear indication to display the category of the food being served is whether "vegetarian food" or "non- vegetarian food". Besides, the nomenclature given to many of the food items may be highly misleading to most customers, particularly to vegetarians.

    Clause (X) of section II, of the PFA ACT, 1954 defines 'package' as under: -

    (X) "package" means a box, bottle, casket, tin, barrel, case , receptacle, sack, bag, wrapper or other thing in which article of food is placed or packed."

    The Ministry of Law, in a judgment of High Court of Delhi in case of Municipal corporation of Delhi Vs Sunder Das - 1982 (1) FAC 106, wherein the high Court of Delhi considered the question whether an open container like a Bhagona falls within the definition of word "package" under the PFA Act and it was held that the definition of the word "package" is wide enough to take within its sweep an open container like a Bhagona. In Vijay Kumar Vs the State-2000/(l) FAC 13, the High Court of Delhi again considered the definition of "package" as defined in the Act. Taking cue from the aforesaid earlier decision the Court held that the definition of "package" is of wide amplitude and it embraces within its fold and open container like a tray.

    It is desirable that proper indication with regard to the category of the food whether it is vegetarian or non-vegetarian must be displayed through green or brown DOT, even when the is served at buffet lunch or dinner.

    You are, therefore, requested to kindly issue suitable necessary guidelines/instruction to all the hotels and restaurants who are members of your association to display brown or green dots on menu and name board (display board) in respect of non-vegetarian and vegetarian food, as the case may be, at buffet dinner or lunch.

    Action taken report in this regard may kindly be intimated to this Directorate at the earliest.

    Receipt of the letter may please be acknowledged.

Yours faithfully,

 

(Dr. D. Chattopadhya)
Assistant Direcyor General (PFA)

 

    Copy forwarded to all Food (Health) Authorities of State/UTs for information and further necessary action to ensure compliance of display of the brown or green dot, as the case may be.

Dr. D. Chattopadhya)
Assistant Direcyor General (PFA)

